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Inside this issue: Advent Credo 
by Daniel Berrigan 

 

It is not true that creation and the human family  

are doomed to destruction and loss— 

This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son,  

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life; 
 

It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination,  

hunger and poverty, death and destruction— 

This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly. 
 

It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word,  

and that war and destruction rule forever— 

This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given,  

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, his name shall be called 

wonderful councilor, mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of peace. 
 

It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers  

of evil who seek to rule the world— 

This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth,  

and lo I am with you, even until the end of the world. 
 

It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted,  

who are the prophets of the Church before we can be peacemakers— 

This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh 

 and your sons and daughters shall prophesy,  

your young men shall see visions and your old men shall have dreams. 
 

It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind,  

of justice, of human dignity of peace are not meant for this earth 

 and for this history— 

This is true: The hour comes, and it is now,  

that the true worshipers shall worship God in spirit and in truth. 
 

So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope.  

Let us see visions of love and peace and justice.  

Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage:  

Jesus Christ—the life of the world. 

 

 Blessings, Pastor Marraine 

 

First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

Our mission is to create and nurture  

a family of Faith to do God’s work,  

  modeling the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

E-mail:  ucc-corning@verizon.net 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Pastor:  Rev. Marraine C. Kettell 
Secretary: Brenda Passmore 

 

 

Hanging of the Greens December 2 

Bell Choir December 11 

Women’s Fellowship December 14 

Christian Ed. Pageant December 18 

Choir Cantata December 18 

Christmas Eve Service December 24 

Christmas Worship December 25 

Annual Meeting January 29 

Inside this issue: Dates to Remember: 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:     Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm. 

Pastor Marraine:  Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.  

Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits. 

Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.     

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

 

 

The church office will be 
closed Monday,  

December 26th and  
Monday,  

January 2nd.  

The December Deacon’s Offering–  

The Christmas Fund 

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the 

Emergency Fund is the primary source of annual income 

for the work of the United Church Board for Ministerial 

Assistance, one of the corporations comprising the Pension 

Boards of the United Church of Christ.  You can honor the 

Christ Child during this season by bringing gifts that will be 

used to support and honor those who have served, and are 

serving, this beloved church. Your gifts will truly represent 

the incarnational nature of the church at its best.  
 

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and 

health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, 

emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay 

employees and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks to 

hundreds of annuitants providing a lifeline of  hope to many 

lower-income active and retired clergy and lay employees 

in the United Church of Christ.    
 

We will collect the offering for the  

Christmas Fund on Sunday, Dec 18th. 
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Women’s Fellowship ~ 
Please bring your donations of hats, 

scarves, mittens, & gloves to church 

for the Women’s Fellowship 

collection, which will be donated to 

the Salvation Army, Winfield Street School, and 

Severn Elementary.   

The Bible and the 

United Church of Christ 
 

This booklet is available 

for you in the narthex  It is 

for anyone interested in the 

Bible and how we in the 

UCC approach it.  The 

hope is that it will encourage us to listen deeply to 

the Scriptures for the God Who is still speaking.  

Essays include topics such as:  

Do we Believe in the Bible?, Fifteen Passages to 

Know by Heart, How We Read the Bible in the 

UCC, Twelve Great Reads, and The Really Hard 

Parts.     

The 2017 Flower Chart 
Please sign up to give Sunday altar 

flowers.  The chart is posted in the 

Fellowship Hall on the North 

hallway wall. The cost of the 

flowers will remain at $25.00.  The 

flowers can be given to honor or in 

memory of a special person, 

celebrate a special event, wedding, 

birthday, anniversary, or any other 

occasion you wish.   
 

Many thanks to everyone who has 

signed up in the past and  

for signing up in 2017.    

- Joyce Nelson, Flower Chair 

Stewardship 
Please remember to 

turn in your pledge 

cards as soon as 

possible. Your 

estimates of giving 

help in the budget 

preparation and 

assist the Trustees 

in being fiscally 

responsible as they 

plan for the 

ministry and mission  

for the coming year. 

Christmas Cards 
 

Rather than send your 

Christmas cards to 

each church family on 

your Christmas card 

list, why not bring (or 

send) your Christmas 

card to church?  

We’ve created a 

festive display for all 

the Christmas cards 

we receive.  Then we 

all get to enjoy them! 

Need to connect 

with Pastor 

Marraine?  
  

She is generally in the 

office Tuesday through 

Thursday mornings.  It is always a good idea to 

make an appointment if you have a specific 

need.  Scheduling an appointment also insures 

that there is dedicated time for a visit.  There can 

be community responsibilities, professional 

meetings, and emergency visits that can take her 

away from the office, but the goal has always 

been to be in the office on those mornings.   
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Our capital campaign began in January of 2014. We are nearly at the end of the 3rd year of our four year pledge 

period. That also means that we are nearing the end of our capital campaign projects. We vowed at the 

beginning that we would not undertake a project until we had the resources in hand to pay for it and that is 

exactly what we have been able to do. While the roof was not on our initial list of projects, it did need to be 

done or all our other projects would have been in vain. The kitchen project ended up to be more expensive than 

we initially thought, but in the end we believe the final product will be worth it. 

 

To date your generous contributions have allowed us to complete the following projects:   

 

 Commercial grade dishwasher - $4,350 

 Replaced windows in Fellowship Hall, classrooms, & office wing - $52,427 

 Replaced sidewalks at back entrance and Pulteney St. - $10,900 

 Painted new windows on the inside - $1,229 

 Replaced back entrance door with an automatic opener and enlarged accessible panel -$7,024. 

 Replaced the flat portion of our roof with a white PVC material and installed drains. $52,300. 

 Added concrete splash pads for downspouts $115.93. 

 Architect’s fee for roof consultation $1,921. 

 Resurfaced parking lot $20,740. 

 Laid new vinyl planking floor for Fellowship Hall, Noah’s Ark room, hallways, office,  

music room, and one bathroom. $20,240. 

 Hauled away old vinyl room dividers $70.00 

 Kitchen renovation - paid through Oct. 31 is $17,623.90  

 

Total cost through Oct. 31: $188,940.83 

 

Receipts through Nov 13:   $203,792 

 

With one more year to go, other projects to be tackled are the hall closet folding door, replacement of pew 

cushions, front entrance upgrade including insulation of our front door, and if possible landscaping both front 

and back.   

 

Thank you to everyone who has completed their pledge and to those who will be completing their pledge in 

2017.  If you have not had a chance to contribute to the capital campaign, but would like to, we welcome your 

generosity. Please make sure your gift is clearly designated for Capital Campaign. Our goal is to make our 

church building a welcoming, modern facility that meets the needs of our church as well as the many 

community groups that use our building. If you have any questions about these and other possible projects, 

please contact Jim Nelson, Chair of Trustees. 

Capital Campaign 

Update 
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Christian Education Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Schedule ~  

 Dec. 2 -   Friday - 4-5pm before the Hanging of the Greens (kids only) 

 Dec. 4 -   Sunday School (kids only), after coffee hour (kids and choir) 

 Dec. 10 - Saturday - 4-5pm   

 Dec. 11 - Sunday School (kids only), after coffee hour (kids and choir) 

 Dec. 17 - Saturday - morning or afternoon rehearsal w/hot cocoa 

 Dec. 18 - Sunday - PERFORMANCE 

Equal Exchange Youth Group Sale –  

Nov 20 – Dec 4 
 

 

 

 

This year we are combining our mission for fair trade with a youth group fundraiser.  The 

youth are raising the last bit of money to cover their expenses for the UCC National Youth 

Event they attended in Florida in July 2016. During coffee hour in late November and early 

December, youth will be available with a catalog of fair trade items – everything from coffee, 

to chocolate, to jewelry, to pottery.   
 

If you order from a youth directly, the group will get 40% of the profits.  There is also an 

option to order online and the items can be shipped directly to a recipient.  In that case the 

profit is 25%.  http://fundraiser.equalexchange.coop/ 

 

ADVENT 2016 ~  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 
 

Sunday, November 27th  

 First Sunday of Advent 

Friday, December 2nd, 5pm 

 Hanging the Greens 

Sunday, December 11th  

 Bell Choir Performance 

Sunday, December 18th 
 Christmas Pageant & Choir Cantata 

Saturday, December 24th 

 Christmas Eve Service, Gathering Music 7pm 

 Worship at 7:30pm, Cookie Reception to follow 
 * Please bring a plate of cookies to share! 

Christian Education 

http://fundraiser.equalexchange.coop/
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From the Mailbag.... 
To my beloved congregation,  
 

Thank you very much for the potted 

plant and signed card you gave me 

to celebrate the 10th anniversary of 

my ordination.  It is truly an honor 

to serve this church.   
 

Blessings, Pastor Marraine 

To the UCC family, 
 

Thank you so much for sending the kind letter and care package full 

of treats!  It was a very pleasant surprise to receive it upon coming 

off of a three week climbing trip.  It is beautiful out here and the 

mountains are truly enormous, but I certainly do miss the fall foliage 

of the Northeast.  Nothing beats it!  Looking forward to returning 

home to Corning come Xmas time and seeing you all.  Thanks again 

for thinking of me.  Hope you’re well!  Best, Will 

3rd grade 

Dean Simons 

Finn Barber 

Madeline Warrick 

 

4th grade 

Nadine Kohnke 

Patrick Wilken 

Gwen Zimmerman 

 

5th grade 

Isabelle Warrick 

Graham Simons 

Christian Bratti 

 

6th grade 

Aidan Wilken 

Peter Zimmerman 

Sophia McMaster 

 

7th grade 

Abigail Kohnke 

Nathan Webb 

Children in grades 3-7 participated in an 8 -week Bible Class this fall.  They learned about the 

purpose and importance of the Bible and how to use it as a valuable tool in their own lives.   The 

children received their bibles during worship on November 20th.  After worship, they enjoyed a 

Bible Trivia Game!  Congratulations to all the bible recipients and thank you to all the adults 

who helped! 
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4th David Tennent 

8th Pearl Cooper 

8th Marian Cooper 

8th Richard Tomb 

9th James Flaws 

11th Eleanor Cicerchi 

13th John Madison 

13th Bob Walker 

21st Frances Allis 

22nd Robin Eisenhauer 

25th Jesus 

Community Office Hours ~ What is the Purpose?  Who attends?  
 

 . . .Across the country community office hours have become an outreach from clergy to 

the community in which they serve.  By meeting in a public space the visibility of the 

church and the pastor in the community are increased.  Offering this outreach to the 

community outside of the physical church building can also make the church more 

approachable for those who may be intimidated to walk into a church building.   
 

During the time that Pastor Marraine has been offering this outreach, community office 

hour visits have included:  church visitors who want to learn a little more about the church, 

church members bringing a friend or colleague to introduce to the pastor for a casual 

conversation, community members familiar with the church who are curious about what is 

currently happening in the church, and of course church members.   

 

Please take the opportunity to stop by for a warm drink and a visit.  
  

Bring a friend or colleague  to meet her! 
 

Soulful Cup - Community Office Hours for December are - 
Tuesday, December 20th 9-11am & Wednesday, December 21st 3-5pm 

 

Save the Date - Ask Pastor Marraine for more details if you are interested! 
 

Sunday, January 1st -    Unhanging of the Greens after worship 

Wednesday, Jan. 18th -   Book discussion at 7pm with Bob Walker on  

     Being Mortal by Atul Gawande  

Monday Jan. 30th -    Family Planning Advocates Day of Action in  

     Albany with Planned Parenthood of the Southern 

     Finger Lakes  

June 30 - July 4, 2017 - UCC General Synod- Baltimore, MD  http://synod.uccpages.org/ 

http://synod.uccpages.org/
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 Church Events 

 

Women’s Fellowship Meeting 

Wednesday, December 14th, 

11:30 a.m. 
 

We’ll enjoy a dish-to-pass lunch, 

and then get busy packing cookies 

for our shut-ins!  Men are invited 

too!  Please bring 2-3 dozen cookies 

(3 dozen if you’d like to participate 

in the exchange).  If you can’t make 

it to our meeting —- you’re still 

invited to drop off some cookies to 

the church Tuesday or Wednesday 

morning!    

 

Hanging 

of the 

Greens 
 

 

Friday, December 2nd at 

5pm - Please join us! 

Sunday, January 29th. 
 

It’s never too early to start working on 

your annual reports!   

Please turn them into the office by  

Tuesday, January 17th!   
 

Thanks!! 

 

Join us for worship 
 

Sunday,  
December 18, 2016 

at 10:00 a.m. 
for 

 

Petit Noel 
 

Petit Noel is a joint effort!  

Come to church and enjoy 

our  
 

Christian Education 

Christmas Pageant  

& 

Choir Cantata! 

 

A Service of Christmas Stories & Songs  
at First Congregational UCC! 

We will be joined by our friends from  

Emanuel Lutheran Church.   
 

You don’t even have to get dressed. 

Wear your pajamas!  

We’ll also enjoy  

Pastor Marraine’s Special Christmas 

Hot Chocolate!!! 
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          Community Events 

A Christmas Celebration & Dinner on Christmas Day! 
First Presbyterian Church, East First Street, Corning 
Join them Christmas Day at noon for a short worship service followed by a free dinner at 

12:30 p.m. for anyone who would otherwise be alone that day.  Reservations appreciated 

before December 16th at 937-5419.   

 

Heritage Village Holiday Open House 
Saturday, December 10th, 10am– 3pm 
This FREE event at Heritage Village, formerly known as the Benjamin 

Patterson Inn,  Pulteney Street, Corning will be fun for the whole family!  

Get into the holiday spirit by visiting our historic buildings for: children’s 

crafts, stories by the fireside, blacksmith shop demonstrations, hearth 

cooking demonstrations, attic treasures.  In addition there will be our 

holiday make your own dozen cookie sale.  Come and see Santa!  There 

will be spots set up for photo opportunities.  Come visit! 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Nami 7:00pm 

Deacon’s Mtg. 
7:00pm 

Trustee’s  Mtg. 
7:00pm 

10:00am  Worship & 
Communion 
 
 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 
 
 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

Community 
Office Hours 
at Soulful Cup 
3-5pm 

10:00am Worship 
Christmas Fund Offering 
Christmas Pageant & 
Choir Cantata 

 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 

Christmas Eve Service 
Gathering Music 7:00pm 
Service at 7:30pm 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

 

Community 
Office Hours 
at Soulful Cup 
9-11am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Nami 7:00pm 

Women’s Fellowship 
11:30 am 

7:00pm AA 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

10:00am Worship 
Bell Choir 
 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 

10:00am 
Worship 

Hanging the 
Greens 5pm 

Women’s Fellowship 
Lunch & Cookie  
Exchange 11:30 am 
 
 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

7:00pm AA 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


